
Cleaning and Care of Optics
#5825, #5811, #5813

You should clean your optics if:
1) You have touched the optical surface with your bare hands.
2) You have spilled something on the optical surface
3) When looking at a bright light source, you see a faint 

“splotchy” pattern.
4) The images your instrument gives are not as “crisp” as they 

once were. (Telescope owners: be sure your collimation is 
accurate)

Guidelines:
For the average amateur, unless you live near the ocean or 
extremely dusty environment, a cleaning of 1 to 2 times a year is 
standard.

If it is a heavily used item, such as binoculars or a favorite eye-
piece, it may require cleaning on a more frequent basis.  This is 
because eyelashes will deposit oil on to the optical surface and 
hinder the performance of the instrument.

Materials:
a: Optics Cleaning Kit (Orion #5820)

b: Blower Bulb (Orion #5813)

c: lens tissue

d: lens cleaning fluid

e: cotton swabs 

 * note: c, d, and e are included in the cleaning kit (a)

Procedures:
1)  Using compressed air, such as the one obtained in the lens 

cleaning kit, or a blower bulb, blow the debris and major dust 
particles from the surface of the lens.

2)  Moisten the lens cleaning tissue with a few drops of the clean-
ing fluid. Using only one side of the tissue, moisten a small 
section  of the optical surface. Cotton swabs maybe used at 
the edges where it is difficult to use the tissue.

3)  Using a fresh lens tissue, again using only one side so that 
oils for your hands do not contaminate the optical surface, dry 
off and polish the area moistened in the previous step. This 
should be done in a circular motion. A fresh cotton swab 
should be used when doing the edges, the same circular 
motion should be used. 

4)  Steps 2 and 3 should be repeated, doing small sections at a 
time, until the entire surface has been completed.
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